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This lecture will provide Japanese history from the mid-19th to the early 20th century, focusing on
the continuity of its nation state building and empire building. Modern Japan was a non-European state
which voluntarily accomplished modernization and introduced parliamentary government. On the other
hand, it was a colonial empire which ruled Asian neighbors. In this lecture, we will survey the Japanese
way of introducing parliamentary government, characteristics of the Japanese empire as compared
with that of Western empires, and lessons we can learn from pre-war Japan's failure of immature
democracy.
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By the end of the course, students should be able to explain

(1) How the Japanese, who have not had any experience of democracy in the early modern period,
could introduce parliamentary government in the late-19th century.

(2) Characteristics of the Japanese empire as compared with that of Western empires.

(3) Lessons we can learn from pre-war Japan's failure of immature democracy.
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Active class participation, reaction papers 40%
Final examination 60%
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Material will be distributed in the class.
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Medium of instruction
Spring Semester: Japanese
Autumn Semester: English
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Early-modern Japan
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The last days of the Tokugawa regime
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Meijirestoration
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the Meiji Constitution and the Imperial Diet
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Korea
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Southern Sakhalin, South Sea Islands
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Colonial rule by the Japanese empire
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Growing democracy
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Failure of democracy
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Resurgence of democracy
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Conclusion (on line)



