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The objective of this course is to learn about issues of Japanese language education globally and to
acquire basic knowledge for studying international Japanese studies through examining related data.
This course covers Japanese language learners including their backgrounds, educational policies,
changes and current status of related theories and methodologies in Japanese language education in
the world including Japan. It also covers issues in secondary and higher educational institutions
overseas, the evaluation and test systems, teachers in the world, etc.
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On completion of this course, the student should be able to do the following:

1) Demonstrate understanding on the current situation and issues in Japanese language education that
are included in lectures and discussions (learners, social background, motivations and needs for
learning, the relationships between theories on language and education, and teaching methodologies,
globally acknowledged theoretical frameworks, Japanese language education by attribute and purpose,
policies related to education and language, teachers and learning supports, etc.)

2) Reflect on own experiences in Japanese language learning (as a foreign language or as a mother
tongue)

3) Apply how the above-mentioned themes studied in this course can relate to oneself, and to develop
techniques on how it can be utilized in Japanese language education in the future
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Level of participation (presentations in class, remarks in group work) (15%), the review quiz(20%),
assignments (40%), portfolio (256%)
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Language Policy Programme, Education Policy Division, Education Department, Council of Europe
"Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment”

Council of Europe

EEE RIS T2IMKDAM B REOI TR T YT 51EDOHELE IZH1TD HAGERE & EEE CE PO

ZBHEDNRGEA LY T =] EELHRILSE

The Japan Foundation "Report: Japanese Language Education at the Secondary Level in Five

Southeast Asian Countries - Developing Students’ Competencies for the 21st Century -" The Japan

Foundation
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Gather relevant information about the issues in each task and assignment. Please write down your
questions and impressions in each class lecture through an online portfolio.

Submit the following report assignments on its due date.

Report assignment 1: Identify what kind of language education you experienced in the past. Cite
specific example of these learning methods you employed. In addition, please describe how you feel
about the methods used in your learning experience.

Report assignment 2: Based on what you have learned in this course, describe in detail how would you
like to be involved in Japanese language education overseas (or in Japan) in the future.
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Students are encouraged to bring their own laptops or tablets to class. In each class, your active
participation is required in conveying your own experiences and comments in assignments, and in
sharing the content with the group in discussions.

Please write down your questions and impressions in your portfolio.
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What is Japanese language education: Understand the diverse ways in Japanese language
education through reflecting on your own experiences of learning Japanese (as a foreign
language or as your mother tongue), and through the discussion with your classmates. Grasp the
concept of key words to consider in Japanese language education in the process. Describe the
meaning oflearning a language as an individual in the portfolio.
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Overview of Japanese language education overseas: Examine the number oflearners, teachers,
and institutions by country and region from the results of the "Survey on Japanese-Language
Education Abroad" (The Japan Foundation). Confirm the perspectives for examining them.
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Background and needs of Japanese language learners: Examine the background and needs of
non-native speakers of Japanese and the reasons of learning Japanese. Analyze the
characteristics in data of each country and region in groups, and make a presentation.
History of Japanese language education overseas:
Review the history of Japanese language education in several countries and regions from the
perspective of social background.
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Changes of key concepts in language education (1): Examine changes of key concepts in
language andlearning by referring to actual teaching materials. Overview of changes in
background theories on language education (Structuralist linguistics and behaviorist psychology,
sociolinguistics, functional grammar and learner-centered learning theory, social constructivist
learning theory, etc.).
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Change of key concepts in language education (2): Examine the role of the global frameworks by
looking at the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) as an
example. Reflect on your own multiple language use in the view of plurilingualism.
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Changes in teaching methods in language education (1): Examine changes in key concepts of
language and learning and related changes in teaching methods by referring to teaching
materials as examples. Examples: structuralist ling uistics, behaviorist learning theory — audio-
lingual method (sentence pattern practice), sociolinguistics, functional grammar, learner-
centered learning theory = communicative approach (tasks, role plays)
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Changes in teaching methods in language education (2): Examine changes in key concepts of
language and education and related changes in teaching methods by referring to teaching
materials as examples. Examples of theories and methods: social constructivist learning theory,
OECD key competencies, 2 1st century skills
% Report assignment 1: Identify what kind of language education you have experienced, citing
specific learning methods as examples. In addition, describe how you feel about the method.
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Testing and evaluation in Japanese language education (1): Overview of changes in the concept
of evaluation in language education and changes in evaluation tools. Examples: tests, portfolios,
etc.
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Testing and evaluation in Japanese language education (2): Examine the characteristics and
roles of globally influential tests in Japanese language education. Examples: Japanese Language
Proficiency Test, JFT-Basic, etc.
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School education in the world and Japanese language education: Examine the influence of the
perspectives of social constructivist learning theory, key competencies, and 2 1st century skills in
educational policies, national curriculum of each country.
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Japanese language education in the higher education: Examine the relationship between Japan's
policy of accepting international students and Japanese language education overseas.
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Japanese language education for workers: Examine Japan's system in accepting labor
personnel from overseas and related issues such as Japanese language education for working in
Japan and business Japanese language education.
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Japanese language education in Japan: Examine who is learning Japanese, for what purpose,
and where are they learning in the relation to the contexts of Japanese language education in the
world.
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Teachers and learning supports in Japanese language education: Examine the role of teachers
and learning supports in various fields of Japanese language education.
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The review quiz and reflection of the course.



