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This class explores different understanding about the nature of the societies in the West and Japan.
Specifically, it focuses on the key liberal ideas including “autonomy” as well as amae which has become
the key concept to understand Japanese psychology. While this class explores the origin of these
concepts, it provides an opportunity to rethink deeply about today’s societies we are living in.
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+Understanding the involving ideas and its discussion internationally
-Understanding the international viewpoints on Japanese culture and society
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- Active participation (e.g. LMS bulletin board, discussion) & assignments 40%
-Midterm exam 30%
-Final paper 30%
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-Read the textbook and/or materials beforehand and submit the assignments when given
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-This class is conducted mostly in English (materials, discussion, reflection papers)

-Except for special reasons, you need to attend all classes punctually and regularly.

*Missing more than one third of the total number of classes will result in a failing grade for the course.
Also, two late arrivals are considered one absence.

-If you are late for more than 15 minutes, you will be considered “absent” for the class.
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