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We are going to look mainly at the political concepts of surveillance, language, propaganda and fascism
in British literature (George Orwell) and science fiction and film through the imaginary of 19th and 20th
century writers. Students will compare their findings to Japanese literature, anime and manga as well
as Asian/Chinese sources. The seminar continues the previous seminar themes of aliens, monsters
robots and utopia. As we will make a book as a final class project, I expect students to be motivated to
use English as a working language throughout the seminar.
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Students will research a particular writer/director/poet/manga artist/musician or historical period and
give regular presentations. We will connect and discuss contemporary issues linked to robots etc. It is
hoped students will make a class book in the second semester.
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Homework is a must. Coming to class is a must. Coming to class on time is a must. Participation is a
must. Dictionaries and notebooks a must.

A strict attendance policy will be observed. Be warned!

Students in this class are expected to be active and autonomous in learning English. This is not a class
for passive students who want an easy credit.

Students are expected to attend class, do homework, contribute to the book project. Failure to do so
will mean failure from the course.
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