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Japanese social relationships are said to be based on “dualistic communication.” For example,
“daijoubu” (OK) or “iiyo” (all right) could mean Yes or No depending on the situation. This type of
communication which obscures the speaker’s real intention and stays away from causing friction with
others is a part of Japanese aesthetics. However, this communication style confuses people in foreign
countries and may cause cross-cultural friction. In this class, students learn both the advantages and
disadvantages of Japanese communication by comparing it with communication in other countries.
Spring term is opened in English and fall term in Japanese.
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*You can understand the Japanese style of communication
*You can understand the communication difference between Japan and other countries
*You can give your opinion and communicate with other students during a lecture
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-An end of term report (30%) and enthusiastic attitude, actively speaking, positively involved in group
work (70%).

-1 don't evaluate your language skill in itself but your attitude to give your opinion actively in your
existing language skill

*You fail this class if you are absent from this class more than 5 times.
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-We discuss in small groups about every topic. You need to understand that it is a participation-type
lecture.
-You need basic English skill about listening and speaking only in the spring term.
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+While the spring term is conducted in English and the fall term in Japanese, I will use both language
considering students' verbal ability.

-1 often use video materials in Japanese but explain them in English at a spring term.

+Online lecture is 13rd times.
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Guidance
Point to note in this lecture, how to grade, how to proceed with this lecture
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Self-introduction

introducing myself and yourself

JE#EIa=r—vay

NI EZERZITTRL BIRVPTIRY, DFPIRER L CAIa=r—2ary L Tnd, HARHENE DO ES N7z
FEEFEII2 = —YaVBNEEHINTNLEZAI0?

Nonverbal communication

Communication in not only verbal but also nonverbal : gesture, tone and appearance etc. What
kind of nonverbal communication are there in Japan or other countries?
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Discussion

Following the 3rd lecture results, we discuss the themes about nonverbal communication in
Japan.

M2 &% Bl |IE RF R DN ‘
AR L LIL[E DGO TG E R TLHNEFREPDD | Z L2 KT D, COBRITITED IR AY YR,
T AV IR BHDBD7ZADM?

Is "reading air" (kuki wo yomu) really ethical communication manner in Japan?

"Reading air" means that we act depends on the atmosphere in the room. What is the merit or
demerit of "reading air"?
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Discussion

Following the 5rdlecture results, we discuss the themes about "reading air".
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Is "honne to tatemae” comprehensible in the world?

"Honne to tatemae" which divides private opinion and public stance is necessary manner in
Japanese society. How much is this communication manner acceptable in other countries?
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Discussion

Following the 7rd lecture results, we discuss the themes about "honne to tatemae".
(% E > TR NE IO — VR TEZETHHATDDMN?

M%&) 2 ) LIEALDEEY S ZEOEEIZRLUTND, 2032 —Yav Giklk, 70—V TEDREE
EHTBDEAIN?

Is talking heart to heart (hara wo watte hanasu) useful in the global society?

"Hara wo waru" means that it is important to talk with others about your real feeling or thought.
How much is it acceptable in the world?
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Discussion

Following the 9rd lecture results, we discuss the themes about "hara wo watte hanasu".
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SNS

How do Japanese communicate on Social media (SNS) : Twitter, Facebook and Instagram, etc?
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Following the 11rdlecture results, we discuss the themes about SNS communication in Japan.
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Online lecture - the explanation about an end of term report
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Joking and comedy
Joking is everywhere to facilitate communication. So is Japanese joking and comedy (owarai)
proper commaunication tools in the world?
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Following the 14rdlecture results, we discuss the themes about Japanese joking or comedy in
Japan.



