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In spite of its remarkable economic success after WW2, the Japanese economy has currently
stagnated for more than 20 years. Accordingly, the management systems of Japanese companies,
which supported its economic success before, are required to reform to fit for the current domestic
and world economic environments. It is widely known that the causes of economic stagnation in Japan
are deep-rooted in its various economic systems and institutions, more than temporal business cycle
phases. The main purpose of this lecture is for students to understand what sorts of economic issues
Japan encounters in its systems and institutions, and examine the direction of its reforms for the
future.
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As the goals of this lecture, students are able to

- explain issues and their backgrounds of the Japanese economy, based on economic theories and
data.

- explain economic issues Japan faces from the international viewp oint.

- understand the economic relationship between Japan and other countries, and have interests in
making ties to other countries.
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The assessment of this lecture is based on several asssignments.
- Interim assignment: 50% (10 times, each 5%)

- End semester assignment: 50%
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The interim assignment rquires students to submit summaries and opinions about articles cited from
newspapers and others on the Japanese economy and managements.
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The language in this class is Japanese in the first semester, while English in the second semester.
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Exchange rate and the Japanese economy
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(Online) Income gap in Japan



