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This course examines Japanese Studies overseas, a discipline that aims to provide a mechanism to
access Japan’s culture, society, and people in order to achieve a complete and holistic understanding
of Japan. Japanese Studies, a sub-field of Area Studies, is a branch of Social Sciences and Humanities
research with roots that can be traced back to 16th-century Christian missions in Japan. Abroad,
Japanese Studies later developed in Western Europe as an established discipline known as
Japanology, which researched Japanese history and literature. Japanese Studies overseas continuously
expanded in scope through such occasions as the US wartime study on enemy countries during WWII,
and the worldwide analytical attention paid to the Japanese bubble-era political economy in the late
1980s. Since the turn of the new millennium, Japanese Studies overseas has further expanded its
wings into the realm of cultural studies - incorporating the analysis of life and pop culture within its
series of research targets.

Based on the above synopsis of Japanese Studies overseas, and in the context of an underlying notion
of “Japan - thoroughly analyzed,” this course will provide an overview of the historical development
and current state of Japanese Studies in Europe, North America, Asia, the Pacific, and beyond. This
course also examines the significance of the Japanese Studies community in other countries, and wil
touch upon some lingering issues regarding Japan's foreign policy, soft power, and the "New Cold
War".
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Upon meeting this course’s requirements, a student will be able to:

(1) Develop basic knowledge of the Japanese Studies field's history in Europe, Asia-Pacific, and North
America,

(2) Recognize the current state of the Japanese Studies field in Europe, Asia-Pacific, and North
America,

(3) Explain the methodology and fieldwork of Japanese Studies,

(4) Discuss the relationship between public diplomacy and Japanese Studies overseas,

(5) State his/her own views on the value of Area Studies about Japan with greater clarity and insight.
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(1) Class Participation: 40%
(2) Analytic Paper: 20%
(4) Final Examination: 40%

Attendance, participation, and punctuality are essential for this course. Students need to be on time,
prepared to learn, and willing to participate. Missing class or arriving late will affect your overall course
grade. Three unexcused absences and you are out.
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No specific textbook is used. Reference materials and notes will be distributed in class as per
requirements.

S Sk

Theodore C. Bestor, Patricia G. Steinhoff, Victoria Lyon Bestor Doing Fieldwork in Japan University
of Hawaii Press

Nora Kottmann, Cornelia Reiher Studying Japan Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft Mbh & Co
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Please read the assigned reading assignments and acquire basic knowledge of the material before
attending class.
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This course is taught in Japanese in the first semester, and English in the second semester. The
contents of the lectures in the first and second semesters are the same. Academic integrity matters:
neither plagiarism nor cheating will be tolerated.
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