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1. FEDOBE (B5\)

Cinema is closely linked to American history due to its ability to reconstruct past events and
phenomena for viewers in the present to experience. Viewing films invites audiences to consider,
reflect, and ultimately shape the future course of society. Cinema encapsulates the beliefs, values,
struggles, and anxieties of specific communities and time periods, and presents us with fundamental
philosophical and ideological questions. This course explores one of the most critical issues for
America as a nation, “divide,” through analysis of select Hollywood films. The films screened in this
course showcase two different views, or opposing attitudes, towards politics, social fashion, and
institutions that have been deeply rooted in American society since the country’s founding. Students will
learn to closely analyze a film while being attentive to the implications surrounding specific scenes or
stories. The screenings, readings, and assignments in this course will not only train students to
broaden their understanding of American history, but will also augment their English proficiency—
particularly listening comprehension.

Thematic foci to be discussed in this course are counter-culture, civil liberty, racism, compassion,
inclusion, collective society, and individual life. The films to be analyzed and discussed in this course
include works created in the late 1960s up to as recently as 2017. Despite the long period of time over
which these films were made, the films all have commonalities that make us ponder the future course of
America as a “laboratory of democracy.” This lecture/discussion course is held in English.
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Upon meeting this course’s requirements, a student will be able to:

(1) Familiarize himself/herself with audible conversation in English and develop proficiency in listening
comprehension,

(2) Develop proficiency in analyzing the structures of conversational English and the meaning behind
these structures in specific contexts,

(3) Acquire basic knowledge about “Divided America” - culturally, racially, and politically,

(4) Explain post-2016 America in terms of the ideological/social divide by comparison with the
turbulent 1960s.
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(1) Class Participation: 25%

(2) In-class Discussion Assignments: 15%
(3) Analytic Paper: 20%

(4) Final Examination: 40%
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Attendance, participation, and punctuality are essential for this course. Students need to be on time,
prepared to learn, and willing to participate. Film screenings start promptly; therefore, to avoid
disruption, you must be on time. Missing class or arriving late will affect your overall course grade.
Three unexcused absences and you are out.
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No specific textbook is used. Reference materials and notes will be distributed in class as per
requirements.
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Winston Groom Forrest Gump Black Swan
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Please read the reading assignments distributed in advance and acquire basic knowledge of the
material before attending class.
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This class will be taught in English. In the classroom, we will have an open discussion of the films and
texts that we are analyzing. Therefore, your active participation in the class is expected. Academic
integrity matters: Neither plagiarism nor cheating will be tolerated.
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(551[A]) Orientation
Ay ay

[5E2[A]) Easy Rider (1)
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(% 3[A]) Easy Rider (2)
A=Y —-F1X—(2)

(5B 4] Easy Rider (3)
A=Y —-F14—(3)
(Z551H]) Elektra Glide in Blue (1)
TIARAY-TIN—(1)
(ZE6[E ] Elektra Glide in Blue (2)
TIARAY-TIN—(2)
(ZE70H]) Discussion 1 - Counter-Culture and Divided America
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(5590 ] Forrest Gump (2)
THVANHVT(2)
(5510fq]) Forrest Gump (3)
TAVAN-HYT(3)
(4511[])  The Butler (1)
KAFAHAFEDHE (1)
(4512[E])  The Butler (2)
KAFAHAFEDIE(2)
[5513[H]) Discussion 2 - Race, Civil Rights, and Divide over History
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(55140mA]) (LMS) The Greatest Films of All Time - Once Upon A Time In America
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